April 21, 2015

The Honorable Susan Collins
United States Senator

The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen
United States Senator

The Honorable Elizabeth Warner
United States Senator

The Honorable Jack Reed
United States Senator

The Honorable Richard Blumenthal
United States Senator

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
United States Senator

The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senator

Dear Senators:

The Honorable Angus S. King, Jr.
United States Senator

The Honorable Kelly Ayotte
United States Senator

The Honorable Edward J. Markey
United States Senator

The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse
United States Senator

The Honorable Christopher Murphy
United States Senator

The Honorable Kirsten E. Gillibrand
United States Senator

The Honorable Cory A. Booker
United States Senator

The undersigned express, through this petition, no confidence in the stock status reported by

recent assessments for many groundfish stocks. While these concerns are with respect to the

recent Gulf of Maine cod report and management actions that have flowed from it, many of

these same concerns apply to other groundfish stocks throughout the northeast region.

We are conveying our no confidence because the latest assessment and reported status of Gulf

of Maine cod does not remotely match what fishermen (we) have seen on the water over the

past year. Specifically fishermen (we) have seen multiple concentrations of cod appearing

simultaneously across the Gulf of Maine, specifically those that are open to both commercial

and recreational fishing. These concentrations indicate numerous age classes and recruitment

events.

Although this petition of no confidence is primarily about Gulf of Maine cod, other stocks

throughout the northeast region (Gulf of Maine, Georges Bank and Southern New England) are

showing similar results of abundance and strength in year classes that are not being reported

by most recent assessments. Those species include, but are not limited to Georges Bank cod,



Gulf of Maine haddock, yellowtail, witch flounder, American plaice, red hake, thorny skate,
wolfish and windowpane flounders.

For these reasons we strongly support the following action:

The formation of a blue ribbon panel of assessment scientists, which includes government and
academic and industry leaders to be coordinated by either the National Research Council (NRC)
or the United States Government Accountability Office (GAO), to determine the underlying
causes of assessment failures. Based on these findings, provide binding recommendations to
correct those causes in a transparent and collaborative manner and in time for the updated

review scheduled for all groundfish stocks this coming September.
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